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ALL NATIONS SCRIPTURES

Genesis 12:3: I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you | will curse; and all
peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”

1 Kings 8:41-43: "As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel but has
come from a distant land because of your name-- for they will hear of your great name
and your mighty hand and your outstretched arm--when they come and pray toward this
temple, then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. Do whatever the foreigner asks of
you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your
own people Israel, and may know that this house | have built bears your Name.

Psalm 22:27: "All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, and all the
families of the nations will bow down before him,.."”

Psalm 33:8: “Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the people of the world revere him.”
Psalm 47:1: “Clap your hands, all you nations; shout fo God with cries of joy.”

Psalm 102:15: “The nations will fear the name of the LORD, all the kings of the earth will
revere your glory.”

Psalm 117:1: “Praise the LORD, all you nations; extol him, all you peoples.”

23



The Third Day (Tuesday): The Nations & the Day of the Lord

Isaiah 2:2: “In the last days the mountain of the LORD's temple will be established as chief
among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it.”
Isaiah 45:22: “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for | am God, and there is
no other.”

Isaiah 45:23: “By myself | have sworn, my mouth has uttered in all integrity a word that will
not be revoked: Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear.”

Isaiah 49:6: “[The Lord] says: ‘It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the
tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel | have kept. | will also make you a light for the
Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth."”

Isaiah 52:10: “The LORD wiill lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the
ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God.”

Isaiah 56:7: “..these | will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of
prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will
be called a house of prayer for all nations.”

Isaiah 61:11: “For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to
grow, so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise spring up before all
nations.”

Haggai 2:7: “'I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and | will fill this
house with glory,’ says the LORD Almighty.”

Acts 2:17a: “'In the last days,” God says, ‘| will pour out my Spirit on all people."

1 John 2:2: “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins
of the whole world.”

Revelation 5:9: “And they sang a new song: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open
its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation."

Revelation 7:9: “After this | looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one
could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne
and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches
in their hands.”

Revelation 12:5: “She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an
iron scepter. And her child was snatched up to God and to his throne.”

Revelation 14:6-7: Then | saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel
to proclaim to those who live on the earth--to every nation, tribe, language and people. He
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said in a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has
come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water."

LABORERS INTO THE HARVEST FIELD

Luke 24:46-47: He told them, "This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the
dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

Matthew 28:18-20 - Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them
to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very
end of the age."

Mark 16:15-20 - He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all
creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe
will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they
will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their
hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their
hands on sick people, and they will get well." After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he
was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. Then the disciples went
out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word
by the signs that accompanied it.

Matthew 9:36-38: When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples,
"The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to
send out workers into his harvest field."

Luke 10:2-3: He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of
the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. Go! | am sending you out
like lambs among wolves.

John 17:18: As you sent me into the world, | have sent them into the world.
John 20:21: Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, | am sending you."

Acts 1:8: “'But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be
my withesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

Romans 10:13-15: for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." How,
then, can they call on the one they have not believed in2 And how can they believe in
the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone
preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written:
"How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"
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The Third Day (Tuesday): The Nations & the Day of the Lord

1 Timothy 2:1-6: | urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving
be made for all people — for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful
and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who
wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one
God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave
himself as a ransom for all people. This has now been withessed to at the proper time.

Acts 4:24-30: When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God.
"Sovereign Lord," they said, "you made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and
everything in them. You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our
father David: 'Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vaing The kings of the earth
rise up and the rulers band together against the Lord and against his anointed one.' Indeed
Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city
to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. They did what your power
and will had decided beforehand should happen. Now, Lord, consider their threats and
enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal
and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus."

Mark 1:15:"The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and
believe the good news!"

John 3:16-18, 36: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes
in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already
because they have not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. ... Whoever
believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's
wrath remains on them.

PSALMS ABOUT THE NATIONS

Psalm 2:1-12: Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the
earth rise up and the rulers band together against the LORD and against his anointed,
saying, "Let us break their chains and throw off their shackles." The One enthroned in heaven
laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. He rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath,
saying, "l have installed my king on Zion, my holy mountain." | will proclaim the LORD's
decree: He said to me, "You are my son; today | have become your father. Ask me, and |
will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession. You will break
them with a rod of iron; you will dash them to pieces like pottery." Therefore, you kings, be
wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth. Serve the LORD with fear and celebrate his rule
with trembling. Kiss his son, or he will be angry and your way will lead to your destruction, for
his wrath can flare up in a moment. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

Psalm 9:1-20: | will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart; | will tell of all your wonderful
deeds. | will be glad and rejoice in you; | will sing the praises of your name, O Most High.
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My enemies turn back; they stumble and perish before you. For you have upheld my right
and my cause, sitting enthroned as the righteous judge. You have rebuked the nations
and destroyed the wicked; you have blofted out their name for ever and ever. Endless
ruin has overtaken my enemies, you have uprooted their cities; even the memory of them
has perished. The LORD reigns forever; he has established his throne for judgment. He rules
the world in righteousness and judges the peoples with equity. The LORD is a refuge for
the oppressed, a stronghold in times of tfrouble. Those who know your name trust in you,
for you, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek you. Sing the praises of the LORD,
enthroned in Zion; proclaim among the nations what he has done. For he who avenges
blood remembers; he does not ignore the cries of the afflicted. LORD, see how my
enemies persecute mel Have mercy and lift me up from the gates of death, that | may
declare your praises in the gates of Daughter Zion, and there rejoice in your salvation. The
nations have fallen into the pit they have dug; their feet are caught in the net they have
hidden. The LORD is known by his acts of justice; the wicked are ensnared by the work of
their hands. The wicked go down to the realm of the dead, all the nations that forget God.
But God will never forget the needy; the hope of the afflicted will never perish. Arise, LORD,
do not let mortals triumph; let the nations be judged in your presence. Strike them with
terror, LORD; let the nations know they are only mortal.

Psalm 46:1-11: God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore
we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the
seqa, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. There is
a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High
dwells. God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day. Nations are in
uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts. The LORD Almighty is with us; the
God of Jacob is our fortress. Come and see what the LORD has done, the desolations he
has brought on the earth. He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth. He breaks the
bow and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. He says, "Be sfill, and know that
| am God; | will be exalted among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth." The LORD
Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

Psalm 67:1-7: May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us — so
that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations. May the peoples
praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you. May the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you rule the peoples with equity and guide the nations of the earth. May the peoples
praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you. The land yields its harvest; God, our God,
blesses us. May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the earth will fear him.

Psalm 96:1-13: Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. Sing to the
LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory among the
nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. For great is the LORD and most worthy
of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols, but
the LORD made the heavens. Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory
are in his sanctuary. Ascribe to the LORD, all you families of nations, ascribe to the LORD
glory and strength. Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and
come into his courts. Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; fremble before him,
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all the earth. Say among the nations, "The LORD reigns." The world is firmly established, it
cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity. Let the heavens rejoice, let the
earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it. Let the fields be jubilant, and
everything in them:; let all the frees of the forest sing for joy. Let all creation rejoice before
the LORD, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in
righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness.

Psalm 98:1-9: Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things; his right
hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. The LORD has made his salvation
known and revealed his righteousness to the nations. He has remembered his love and his
faithfulness to Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Shout for
joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music; make music to the LORD
with the harp, with the harp and the sound of singing, with frumpets and the blast of the
ram's horn — shout for joy before the LORD, the King. Let the sea resound, and everything
in it, the world, and all who live in it. Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing
together for joy; let them sing before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. He will
judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity.

Psalm 99:1-5: The LORD reigns, let the nations tfremble; he sits enthroned between the
cherubim, let the earth shake. Great is the LORD in Zion; he is exalted over all the nations.
Let them praise your great and awesome name — he is holy. The King is mighty, he loves
justice — you have established equity; in Jacob you have done what is just and right. Exalt
the LORD our God and worship at his footstool; he is holy.

Psalm 115:1-18: Not to us, LORD, not to us but to your name be the glory, because of your
love and faithfulness. Why do the nations say, "Where is their God?" Our God is in heaven;
he does whatever pleases him. But their idols are silver and gold, made by human hands.
They have mouths, but cannot speak, eyes, but cannot see. They have ears, but cannot
hear, noses, but cannot smell. They have hands, but cannot feel, feet, but cannot walk,
nor can they utter a sound with their throats. Those who make them will be like them, and
so will all who trust in them. All you Israelites, trust in the LORD - he is their help and shield.
House of Aaron, frust in the LORD - he is their help and shield. You who fear him, trust in
the LORD - he is their help and shield. The LORD remembers us and will bless us: He will
bless his people Israel, he will bless the house of Aaron, he will bless those who fear the
LORD - small and great alike. May the LORD cause you to flourish, both you and your
children. May you be blessed by the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. The highest
heavens belong to the LORD, but the earth he has given to mankind. It is not the dead
who praise the LORD, those who go down to the place of silence; it is we who extol the
LORD, both now and forevermore. Praise the LORD.

OLD TESTAMENT DAY OF THE LORD SCRIPTURES

Amos 5:18-20: Woe to you who long for the day of the LORD! Why do you long for the day
of the LORD? That day will be darkness, not light. It will be as though a man fled from a lion
only to meet a bear, as though he entered his house and rested his hand on the wall only
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to have a snake bite him. Will not the day of the LORD be darkness, not light - pitch-dark,
without a ray of brightness?

Joel 1:13-15: Put on sackcloth, you priests, and mourn; wail, you who minister before the
altar. Come, spend the night in sackcloth, you who minister before my God; for the grain
offerings and drink offerings are withheld from the house of your God. Declare a holy fast;
call a sacred assembly. Summon the elders and all who live in the land to the house of
the LORD your God, and cry out to the LORD. Alas for that day! For the day of the LORD is
near; it will come like destruction from the Almighty.

Joel 2:1-17, 30-32: Blow the frumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who live
in the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming. It is close at hand — a day of
darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness. Like dawn spreading across the
mountains a large and mighty army comes, such as never was in ancient tfimes nor ever
will be in ages to come. Before them fire devours, behind them a flame blazes. Before
them the land is like the garden of Eden, behind them, a desert waste — nothing escapes
them. They have the appearance of horses; they gallop along like cavalry. With a noise
like that of chariots they leap over the mountaintops, like a crackling fire consuming
stubble, like a mighty army drawn up for battle. At the sight of them, nations are in anguish;
every face turns pale. They charge like warriors; they scale walls like soldiers. They allmarch
inline, not swerving from their course. They do not jostle each other; each marches straight
ahead. They plunge through defenses without breaking ranks. They rush upon the city;
they run along the wall. They climb into the houses; like thieves they enter through the
windows. Before them the earth shakes, the heavens tfremble, the sun and moon are
darkened, and the stars no longer shine. The LORD thunders at the head of his army; his
forces are beyond number, and mighty is the army that obeys his command. The day of
the LORD is great; it is dreadful. Who can endure it? "Even now," declares the LORD, "return
to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning." Rend your heart and
not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. Who knows?
He may turn and relent and leave behind a blessing — grain offerings and drink offerings
for the LORD your God. Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy fast, call a sacred
assembly. Gather the people, consecrate the assembly; bring together the elders, gather
the children, those nursing at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room and the bride
her chamber. Let the priests, who minister before the LORD, weep between the portico
and the altar. Let them say, "Spare your people, LORD. Do not make your inheritance an
object of scorn, a byword among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples,
'‘Where is their God?¢'" ... | will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and
fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before
the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. And everyone who calls on the
name of the LORD will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be
deliverance, as the LORD has said, even among the survivors whom the LORD calls.

Joel 3:12-21: "Let the nations be roused; let them advance into the Valley of Jehoshaphat,
for there | will sit to judge all the nations on every side. Swing the sickle, for the harvest is
ripe. Come, trample the grapes, for the winepress is full and the vats overflow —so great is
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their wickedness!" Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD
is near in the valley of decision. The sun and moon will be darkened, and the stars no
longer shine. The LORD will roar from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem; the earth and the
heavens will fremble. But the LORD will be a refuge for his people, a stronghold for the
people of Israel. "Then you will know that |, the LORD your God, dwell in Zion, my holy hill.
Jerusalem will be holy; never again will foreigners invade her. "In that day the mountains
will drip new wine, and the hills will flow with milk; all the ravines of Judah will run with water.
A fountain will flow out of the LORD's house and will water the valley of acacias. But Egypt
will be desolate, Edom a desert waste, because of violence done to the people of Judah,
in whose land they shed innocent blood. Judah will be inhabited forever and Jerusalem
through all generations. Shall | leave their innocent blood unavenged? No, | will not." The
LORD dwells in Zion!

Zephaniah 1:7-18: Be silent before the Sovereign LORD, for the day of the LORD is near. The
LORD has prepared a sacrifice; he has consecrated those he has invited. "On the day of
the LORD's sacrifice | will punish the officials and the king's sons and all those clad in foreign
clothes. On that day | will punish all who avoid stepping on the threshold, who fill the
temple of their gods with violence and deceit. "On that day," declares the LORD, "a cry
will go up from the Fish Gate, wailing from the New Quarter, and a loud crash from the
hills. Wail, you who live in the market district; all your merchants will be wiped out, all who
trade with silver will be destroyed. At that time | will search Jerusalem with lamps and
punish those who are complacent, who are like wine left onits dregs, who think, 'The LORD
will do nothing, either good or bad." Their wealth will be plundered, their houses
demolished. Though they build houses, they will not live in them; though they plant
vineyards, they will not drink the wine." The great day of the LORD is near — near and
coming quickly. The cry on the day of the LORD is bitter; the Mighty Warrior shouts his battle
cry. That day will be a day of wrath - a day of distress and anguish, a day of trouble and
ruin, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness — a day of frumpet and
battle cry against the fortified cities and against the corner towers. "l will bring such distress
on all people that they will grope about like those who are blind, because they have
sinned against the LORD. Their blood will be poured out like dust and their entrails like
dung. Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the LORD's
wrath." In the fire of his jealousy the whole earth will be consumed, for he will make a
sudden end of all who live on the earth.

Zephaniah 2:1-3: Gather together, gather yourselves together, you shameful nation,
before the decree takes effect and that day passes like windblown chaff, before the
LORD's fierce anger comes upon you, before the day of the LORD's wrath comes upon
you. Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, you who do what he commands. Seek
righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of the LORD's anger.

Isaiah 13:6-13: Wail, for the day of the LORD is near; it will come like destruction from the
Almighty. Because of this, all hands will go limp, every heart will melt with fear. Terror will
seize them, pain and anguish will grip them; they will writhe like a woman in labor. They
will look aghast at each other, their faces aflame. See, the day of the LORD is coming — a
cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger — to make the land desolate and destroy the sinners
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within it. The stars of heaven and their constellations will not show their light. The rising sun
will be darkened and the moon will not give its light. | will punish the world for its evil, the
wicked for their sins. | will put an end to the arrogance of the haughty and will humble the
pride of the ruthless. | will make people scarcer than pure gold, more rare than the gold
of Ophir. Therefore | willmake the heavens tfremble; and the earth will shake from its place
at the wrath of the LORD Almighty, in the day of his burning anger.

Jeremiah 46:10-12: But that day belongs to the Lord, the LORD Almighty - a day of
vengeance, for vengeance on his foes. The sword will devour till it is satisfied, till it has
quenched its thirst with blood. For the Lord, the LORD Almighty, will offer sacrifice in the
land of the north by the River Euphrates. "Go up to Gilead and get balm, Virgin Daughter
Egypt. But you try many medicines in vain; there is no healing for you. The nations will hear
of your shame; your cries will fill the earth. One warrior will stumble over another; both will
fall down together."

Ezekiel 30:2-3: "Son of man, prophesy and say: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: 'Wail
and say, "Alas for that day!" For the day is near, the day of the LORD is near — a day of
clouds, a time of doom for the nations.

Ezekiel 13:2-5: Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel who are now
prophesying. Say to those who prophesy out of their own imagination: 'Hear the word of
the LORD! This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Woe to the foolish prophets who follow
their own spirit and have seen nothing! Your prophets, Israel, are like jackals among ruins.
You have not gone up to the breaches in the wall to repair it for the people of Israel so
that it will stand firm in the battle on the day of the LORD.

Obadiah 1:15-17:"The day of the LORD is near for all nations. As you have done, it willbe done
to you; your deeds will return upon your own head. Just as you drank on my holy hill, so all the
nations will drink continually; they will drink and drink and be as if they had never been. But
on Mount Zion will be deliverance; it will be holy, and Jacob will possess his inheritance.

Malachi 4:1-6: "Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and
every evildoer will be stubble, and the day that is coming will set them on fire," says the
LORD Almighty. "Not a root or a branch will be left to them. But for you who revere my
name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays. And you will go out and frolic
like well-fed calves. Then you will frample on the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles
of your feet on the day when | act," says the LORD Almighty. "Remember the law of my
servant Moses, the decrees and laws | gave him at Horeb for all Israel. "See, | will send the
prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. He will furn
the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents;
or else | will come and strike the land with total destruction.”

Isaiah 2:11-22: The eyes of the arrogant will be humbled and human pride brought low; the
LORD alone will be exalted in that day. The LORD Almighty has a day in store for all the proud
and lofty, for all that is exalted (and they will be humbled), for all the cedars of Lebanon, tall
and lofty, and all the oaks of Bashan, for all the towering mountains and all the high hills, for
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every lofty tower and every fortified wall, for every trading ship and every stately vessel. The
arrogance of man will be brought low and human pride humbled; the LORD alone will be
exalted in that day, and the idols will totally disappear. People will flee to caves in the rocks
and fo holes in the ground from the fearful presence of the LORD and the splendor of his
majesty, when he rises to shake the earth. In that day people will throw away to the moles
and bats their idols of silver and idols of gold, which they made to worship. They will flee to
caverns in the rocks and to the overhanging crags from the fearful presence of the LORD
and the splendor of his majesty, when he rises to shake the earth. Stop trusting in mere
humans, who have but a breath in their nostrils. Why hold them in esteem?

Isaiah 11:10-12: In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the
nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious. In that day the Lord will reach
out his hand a second time to reclaim the surviving remnant of his people from Assyriq,
from Lower Egypt, from Upper Egypt, from Cush, from Elam, from Babylonia, from Hamath
and from the islands of the Mediterranean. He will raise a banner for the nations and
gather the exiles of Israel; he will assemble the scattered people of Judah from the four
quarters of the earth.

Isaiah 24:17-23: Terror and pit and snare await you, people of the earth. Whoever flees at
the sound of terror will fall intfo a pit; whoever climbs out of the pit will be caught in a snare.
The floodgates of the heavens are opened, the foundations of the earth shake. The earth
is broken up, the earth is split asunder, the earth is violently shaken. The earth reels like a
drunkard, it sways like a hut in the wind; so heavy upon it is the guilt of its rebellion that it
falls —never to rise again. In that day the LORD will punish the powers in the heavens above
and the kings on the earth below. They will be herded together like prisoners bound in a
dungeon; they will be shut up in prison and be punished after many days. The moon will
be dismayed, the sun ashamed; for the LORD Almighty will reign on Mount Zion and in
Jerusalem, and before its elders — with great glory.

Isaiah 25:6-9: On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all
peoples, a banquet of aged wine — the best of meats and the finest of wines. On this
mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all
nations; he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears
from all faces; he will remove his people's disgrace from all the earth. The LORD has
spoken. In that day they will say, "Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved
us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation."

Isaiah 27:1-5, 12-13: In that day, the LORD will punish with his sword - his fierce, great and
powerful sword — Leviathan the gliding serpent, Leviathan the coiling serpent; he will slay
the monster of the sea. In that day - "Sing about a fruitful vineyard: |, the LORD, watch
over it; | water it continually. | guard it day and night so that no one may harm it. | am not
angry. If only there were briers and thorns confronting me! | would march against them in
battle; | would set them all on fire. Or else let them come to me for refuge; let them make
peace with me, yes, let them make peace with me." ...In that day the LORD will thresh
from the flowing Euphrates to the Wadi of Egypt, and you, Israel, will be gathered up one
by one. And in that day a great tfrumpet will sound. Those who were perishing in Assyria
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and those who were exiled in Egypt will come and worship the LORD on the holy mountain
in Jerusalem.

Zechariah 12:1-14: A prophecy: The word of the LORD concerning Israel. The LORD, who
stretches out the heavens, who lays the foundation of the earth, and who forms the
human spirit within a person, declares: "I am going to make Jerusalem a cup that sends
all the surrounding peoples reeling. Judah will be besieged as well as Jerusalem. On that
day, when all the nations of the earth are gathered against her, | will make Jerusalem an
immovable rock for all the nations. All who try to move it will injure themselves. On that day
| will strike every horse with panic and its rider with madness," declares the LORD. "l will
keep awatchful eye over Judah, but | will blind all the horses of the nations. Then the clans
of Judah will say in their hearts, 'The people of Jerusalem are strong, because the LORD
Almighty is their God.' "On that day | will make the clans of Judah like a firepot in a
woodpile, like a flaming torch among sheaves. They will consume all the surrounding
peoples right and left, but Jerusalem will remain intact in her place. "The LORD will save
the dwellings of Judah first, so that the honor of the house of David and of Jerusalem's
inhabitants may not be greater than that of Judah. On that day the LORD will shield those
who live in Jerusalem, so that the feeblest among them will be like David, and the house
of David will be like God, like the angel of the LORD going before them. On that day | will
set out to destroy all the nations that attack Jerusalem. "And | will pour out on the house
of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look
on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only
child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son. On that day the weeping
in Jerusalem will be as great as the weeping of Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.
The land will mourn, each clan by itself, with their wives by themselves: the clan of the
house of David and their wives, the clan of the house of Nathan and their wives, the clan
of the house of Levi and their wives, the clan of Shimei and their wives, and all the rest of
the clans and their wives.

Zechariah 13:1-9: "On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity. "On that day, | will banish
the names of the idols from the land, and they will be remembered no more," declares
the LORD Almighty. "l willremove both the prophets and the spirit of impurity from the land.
And if anyone still prophesies, their father and mother, o whom they were born, will say
to them, 'You must die, because you have told lies in the LORD's name.' Then their own
parents will stab the one who prophesies. "On that day every prophet will be ashamed of
their prophetic vision. They will not put on a prophet's garment of hair in order to deceive.
Each will say, 'l am not a prophet. | am a farmer; the land has been my livelihood since
my youth."' If someone asks, 'What are these wounds on your body?' they will answer, 'The
wounds | was given at the house of my friends.' "Awake, sword, against my shepherd,
against the man who is close to mel" declares the LORD Almighty. "Strike the shepherd,
and the sheep will be scattered, and | will turn my hand against the little ones. In the whole
land," declares the LORD, "two-thirds will be struck down and perish; yet one-third will be
left in it. This third | will put into the fire; | will refine them like silver and test them like gold.
They will call on my name and | will answer them; | will say, 'They are my people,' and they
will say, The LORD is our God."
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Zechariah 14:1-16: A day of the LORD is coming, Jerusalem, when your possessions will be
plundered and divided up within your very walls. | will gather all the nations to Jerusalem
to fight against it; the city will be captured, the houses ransacked, and the women raped.
Half of the city will go into exile, but the rest of the people will not be taken from the city.
Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, as he fights on a day of baftle.
On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount
of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the
mountain moving north and half moving south. You will flee by my mountain valley, for it
will extend to Azel. You will flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king
of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him. On that day
there will be neither sunlight nor cold, frosty darkness. It will be a unique day - a day known
only to the LORD - with no distinction between day and night. When evening comes, there
will be light. On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half of it east to the Dead
Sea and half of it west to the Mediterranean Seaq, in summer and in winter. The LORD will
be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be one LORD, and his name the only
name. The whole land, from Geba to Rimmon, south of Jerusalem, will become like the
Arabah. But Jerusalem will be raised up high from the Benjamin Gate to the site of the First
Gate, to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the royal winepresses, and
will remain in its place. It will be inhabited; never again will it be destroyed. Jerusalem will
be secure. This is the plague with which the LORD will strike all the nations that fought
against Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot while they are still standing on their feet, their eyes
will rot in their sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouths. On that day people will
be stricken by the LORD with great panic. They will seize each other by the hand and
attack one another. Judah too will fight at Jerusalem. The wealth of all the surrounding
nations will be collected — great quantities of gold and silver and clothing. A similar plague
will strike the horses and mules, the camels and donkeys, and all the animals in those
camps. Then the survivors from all the nations that have attacked Jerusalem will go up
year after year to worship the King, the LORD Almighty, and to celebrate the Festival of
Tabernacles.

Ezekiel 18:23, 29-32: Do | take any pleasure in the death of the wicked? declares the
Sovereign LORD. Rather, am | not pleased when they turn from their ways and live? ... Yet
the Israelites say, 'The way of the Lord is not just." Are my ways unjust, people of Israel? Is it
not your ways that are unjust? "Therefore, you Israelites, | will judge each of you according
to your own ways, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses;
then sin will not be your downfall. Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed,
and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, people of Israel? For | take no
pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent and live!

NEW TESTAMENT DAY OF THE LORD SCRIPTURES

Matthew 24:3-42: As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him
privately. "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your
coming and of the end of the age?"
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Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name,
claiming, 'l am the Messiah," and will deceive many. You will hear of wars and rumors of
wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still
to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be
famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains.

"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put fo death, and you will be hated
by all nations because of me. Af that time many will furn away from the faith and will
betray and hate each other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many
people. Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but the
one who stands firm to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be
preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. "So
when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken
of through the prophet Daniel — let the reader understand — then let those who are in
Judea flee to the mountains. Let no one on the housetop go down to take anything out
of the house. Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak. How dreadful it will be in
those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! Pray that your flight will not take
place in winter or on the Sabbath. For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the
beginning of the world until now — and never to be equaled again. "If those days had not
been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be
shortened. At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Messiah!' or, There he is!'
do not believe it. For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs
and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, | have told you ahead of time.
"So if anyone tells you, There he is, out in the wilderness," do not go out; or, 'Here he is, in
the inner rooms,' do not believe it. For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even
in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Wherever there is a carcass, there the
vultures will gather.

"Immediately after the distress of those days 'the sun will be darkened, and the moon wiill
not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'
"Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the
earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with
power and great glory. And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will
gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. "Now learn
this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you
know that summer is near. Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near,
right at the door. Truly | tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these
things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass
away. "But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father. As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son
of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about
what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at
the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other
left. Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.
"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.

See also Mark 13; Luke 12, 21.
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2 Thessalonians 2:1-12: Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being
gathered to him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, not to become easily unsettled or
alarmed by the teaching allegedly from us — whether by a prophecy or by word of mouth
or by lefter — asserting that the day of the Lord has already come. Don't let anyone
deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man
of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. He will oppose and will exalt
himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in
God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God. Don't you remember that when | was with
you | used to tell you these thingse And now you know what is holding him back, so that
he may be revealed at the proper time. For the secret power of lawlessness is already at
work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the
way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with
the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. The coming of the
lawless one will be in accordance with how Satan works. He will use all sorts of displays of
power through signs and wonders that serve the lie, and all the ways that wickedness
deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and
so be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe
the lie and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have
delighted in wickedness.

2 Thessalonians 1:6-10: God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and
give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus
is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will punish those who
do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished
with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the glory
of his might on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at
among all those who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our
testimony to you.

1 Thessalonians 4:15-5:4:- According to the Lord's word, we tell you that we who are sfill
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have
fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command,
with the voice of the archangel and with the tfrumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ
will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.
Therefore encourage one another with these words. Now, brothers and sisters, about times
and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very well that the day of the Lord
will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, "Peace and safety," destruction
will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not
escape. But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise
you like a thief.

2 Peter 3:3-12: Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come,
scoffing and following their own evil desires. They will say, "Where is this '‘coming' he
promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning
of creation." But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens came
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into being and the earth was formed out of water and by water. By these waters also the
world of that time was deluged and destroyed. By the same word the present heavens
and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the
ungodly. But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his
promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone
to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a
thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and
the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in
this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as
you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the
destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.

2 Timothy 4:1-5: In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and
the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, | give you this charge: Preach
the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage -
with great patience and careful instruction. For the time will come when people will not
put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them
a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their
ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. But you, keep your head in all situations,
endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.

1 John 2:18-22: Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist
is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour.
They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us,
they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged
to us. But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. | do not
write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because
no lie comes from the truth. Who is the liare It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Chirist.
Such a person is the antichrist — denying the Father and the Son.

Matthew 7:21-23: "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord," will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say
to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive
out demons and in your name perform many miraclese' Then | will tell them plainly, I never
knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'

Philippians 1:6: being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it
on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.

Revelation 13:1-10: The dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And | saw a beast coming
out of the sea. It had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns, and on
each head a blasphemous name. The beast | saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like
those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The dragon gave the beast his power and
his throne and great authority. One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal
wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. The whole world was filled with wonder
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and followed the beast. People worshiped the dragon because he had given authority
to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked, "Who is like the beaste Who
can wage war against it?" The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and
blasphemies and to exercise its authority for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to
blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his dwelling place and those who live in
heaven. It was given power to wage war against God's holy people and to conquer them.
And it was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. All inhabitants
of the earth will worship the beast — all whose names have not been written in the Lamb's
book of life, the Lamb who was slain from the creation of the world. Whoever has ears, let
them hear. "If anyone is to go info captivity, into captivity they will go. If anyone is to be
kiled with the sword, with the sword they will be killed." This calls for patient endurance
and faithfulness on the part of God's people.

Revelation 18:2-24: With a mighty voice he shouted: “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!
She has become a dwelling for demons and a haunt for every impure spirit, a haunt for
every unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean and detestable animal. For all the natfions
have drunk the maddening wine of her adulteries. The kings of the earth committed
adultery with her, and the merchants of the earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries."
Then | heard another voice from heaven say: ""Come out of her, my people, so that you
will not share in her sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues; for her sins are
piled up to heaven, and God has remembered her crimes. Give back to her as she has
given; pay her back double for what she has done. Pour her a double portion from her
own cup. Give her as much torment and grief as the glory and luxury she gave herself. In
her heart she boasts, 'l sit enthroned as queen. | am not a widow; | will never mourn.'
Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her: death, mourning and famine. She will
be consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God who judges her. "When the kings of the
earth who committed adultery with her and shared her luxury see the smoke of her
burning, they will weep and mourn over her. Terrified at her torment, they will stand far off
and cry: 'Woe! Woe to you, great city, you mighty city of Babylon! In one hour your doom
has come!' "'The merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her because no one
buys their cargoes anymore — cargoes of gold, silver, precious stones and pearls; fine linen,
purple, silk and scarlet cloth; every sort of citron wood, and articles of every kind made of
ivory, costly wood, bronze, iron and marble; cargoes of cinnamon and spice, of incense,
myrrh and frankincense, of wine and olive oil, of fine flour and wheat; cattle and sheep;
horses and carriages; and human beings sold as slaves. "They will say, 'The fruit you longed
foris gone from you. All your luxury and splendor have vanished, never to be recovered.'
The merchants who sold these things and gained their wealth from her will stand far off,
terrified at her torment. They will weep and mourn and cry out: 'Woe! Woe to you, great
city, dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet, and glittering with gold, precious stones and
pearls! In one hour such great wealth has been brought to ruin!' "Every sea captain, and
all who travel by ship, the sailors, and all who earn their living from the sea, will stand far
off. When they see the smoke of her burning, they will exclaim, 'Was there ever a city like
this great citye' They will throw dust on their heads, and with weeping and mourning cry
out: 'Woe! Woe to you, great city, where all who had ships on the sea became rich through
her wealth! In one hour she has been brought to ruin!' "Rejoice over her, you heavens!
Rejoice, you people of God! Rejoice, apostles and prophets! For God has judged her with

38



Daily Prayer Focus

the judgment she imposed on you." Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder the size of
a large millstone and threw it intfo the sea, and said: "With such violence the great city of
Babylon will be thrown down, never to be found again. The music of harpists and
musicians, pipers and tfrumpeters, will never be heard in you again. No worker of any trade
will ever be found in you again. The sound of a millstone will never be heard in you again.
The light of a lamp will never shine in you again. The voice of bridegroom and bride will
never be heard in you again. Your merchants were the world's important people. By your
magic spell [pharmakeia] all the nations were led astray. In her was found the blood of
prophets and of God's holy people, of all who have been slaughtered on the earth."

Revelation 19:1-9: After this | heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in
heaven shouting: "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for true
and just are his judgments. He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the
earth by her adulteries. He has avenged on her the blood of his servants." And again they
shouted: "Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever." The twenty-four
elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was seated on the
throne. And they cried: "Amen, Hallelujah!" Then a voice came from the throne, saying:
"Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both great and smalll" Then | heard
what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of
thunder, shouting: "Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad
and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself
ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the
righteous acts of God's holy people.) Then the angel said to me, "Write this: Blessed are
those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!" And he added, "These are the
true words of God."

Revelation 19:11-16: | saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse,
whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. His eyes are
like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no
one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the
Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed
in fine linen, white and clean. Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike
down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the
fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:
king of kings and lord of lords.

FIRST TO THE JEW, ISRAEL, AND ALIYAH

Romans 1:16-17: For | am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that
brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. For in the
gospel the righteousness of God is revealed — a righteousness that is by faith from first to
last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith."

Romans 2:6-11: God "will repay each person according to what they have done." To those
who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal
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life. But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will
be wrath and anger. There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does
evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; but glory, honor and peace for everyone who
does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For God does not show favoritism.

Romans 11:1-12: | ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! | am an Israelite
myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. God did not reject his
people, whom he foreknew. Don't you know what Scripture says in the passage about
Eljoh — how he appealed to God against Israel: "Lord, they have killed your prophets and
torn down your altars; | am the only one left, and they are trying to kill me"¢ And what was
God's answer to him? "l have reserved for myself seven thousand who have not bowed
the knee to Baal." So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace. And if
by grace, then it cannot be based on works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace.
What then? What the people of Israel sought so earnestly they did not obtain. The elect
among them did, but the others were hardened, as it is written: "God gave them a spirit
of stupor, eyes that could not see and ears that could not hear, to this very day." And
David says: "May their table become a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and a
retribution for them. May their eyes be darkened so they cannot see, and their backs be
bent forever." Again | ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all!
Rather, because of their fransgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel
envious. But if their fransgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for
the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their full inclusion bring!

Romans 11:25-36: | do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so
that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full
number of the Gentiles has come in, and in this way all Israel will be saved. As it is written:
"The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. And this is
my covenant with them when | take away their sins." As far as the gospel is concerned,
they are enemies for your sake; but as far as election is concerned, they are loved on
account of the patriarchs, for God's gifts and his call are irrevocable. Just as you who were
at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their
disobedience, so they too have now become disobedient in order that they foo may now
receive mercy as a result of God's mercy to you. For God has bound everyone over to
disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all. Oh, the depth of the riches of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond
tracing out! "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselore" "Who
has ever given to God, that God should repay theme" For from him and through him and
for him are all things. To him be the glory foreverl Amen.

The Song of Moses (excerpt):

Deuteronomy 32:18-43: You deserted the Rock, who fathered you; you forgot the God
who gave you birth. The LORD saw this and rejected them because he was angered by
his sons and daughters. "l will hide my face from them," he said, "and see what their end
will be; for they are a perverse generation, children who are unfaithful. They made me
jealous by what is no god and angered me with their worthless idols. | will make them
envious by those who are not a people; | will make them angry by a nation that has no

40



Daily Prayer Focus

understanding. For a fire will be kindled by my wrath, one that burns down to the realm of
the dead below. It will devour the earth and its harvests and set afire the foundations of
the mountains. "l will heap calamities on them and spend my arrows against them. | will
send wasting famine against them, consuming pestilence and deadly plague; | will send
against them the fangs of wild beasts, the venom of vipers that glide in the dust. In the
street the sword will make them childless; in their homes terror will reign. The young men
and young women will perish, the infants and those with gray hair. | said | would scatter
them and erase their name from human memory, but | dreaded the taunt of the enemy,
lest the adversary misunderstand and say, 'Our hand has triumphed; the LORD has not
done all this." They are a nation without sense, there is no discernment in them. If only they
were wise and would understand this and discern what their end will be! How could one
man chase a thousand, or two put ten thousand to flight, unless their Rock had sold them,
unless the LORD had given them up?2 For their rock is not like our Rock, as even our enemies
concede. Their vine comes from the vine of Sodom and from the fields of Gomorrah. Their
grapes are filled with poison, and their clusters with bitterness. Their wine is the venom of
serpents, the deadly poison of cobras. "Have | not kept this in reserve and sealed it in my
vaultsg It is mine to avenge; | will repay. In due time their foot will slip; their day of disaster
is near and their doom rushes upon them." The LORD will vindicate his people and relent
concerning his servants when he sees their strength is gone and no one is left, slave or
free. He will say: "Now where are their gods, the rock they took refuge in, the gods who
ate the fat of their sacrifices and drank the wine of their drink offerings¢ Let them rise up
to help you! Let them give you shelter!l "See now that | myself am he! There is no god
besides me. | put to death and | bring to life, | have wounded and | will heal, and no one
can deliver out of my hand. | lift my hand to heaven and solemnly swear: As surely as | live
forever, when | sharpen my flashing sword and my hand grasps it in judgment, | will take
vengeance on my adversaries and repay those who hate me. | will make my arrows drunk
with blood, while my sword devours flesh: the blood of the slain and the captives, the
heads of the enemy leaders." Rejoice, you nations, with his people, for he will avenge the
blood of his servants; he will take vengeance on his enemies and make atonement for his
land and people.

Isaiah 45:17-25: But Israel will be saved by the LORD with an everlasting salvation; you will
never be put to shame or disgraced, to ages everlasting. For this is what the LORD says —
he who created the heavens, he is God; he who fashioned and made the earth, he
founded it; he did not create it to be empty, but formed it to be inhabited — he says: "l am
the LORD, and there is no other. | have not spoken in secret, from somewhere in a land of
darkness; | have not said to Jacob's descendants, 'Seek me in vain.' |, the LORD, speak the
truth; | declare what is right. "Gather together and come; assemble, you fugitives from the
nations. Ignorant are those who carry about idols of wood, who pray to gods that cannot
save. Declare what is to be, present it — let them take counsel together. Who foretold this
long ago, who declared it from the distant past¢ Was it not |, the LORD?¢ And there is no
God apart from me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none but me. "Turn to me and
be saved, all you ends of the earth; for | am God, and there is no other. By myself | have
sworn, my mouth has uttered in all integrity a word that will not be revoked: Before me
every knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear. They will say of me, 'In the LORD alone
are deliverance and strength." All who have raged against him will come to him and be
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put to shame. But all the descendants of Israel will find deliverance in the LORD and will
make their boast in him.

Ezekiel 36:24-36: For | will take you out of the nations; | will gather you from all the countries
and bring you back into your own land. | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be
clean; | will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. | will give you a
new heart and put a new spirit in you; | will remove from you your heart of stone and give
you a heart of flesh. And | will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and
be careful to keep my laws. Then you will live in the land | gave your ancestors; you will
be my people, and | will be your God. | will save you from all your uncleanness. | will call
for the grain and make it plentiful and will not bring famine upon you. | will increase the
fruit of the trees and the crops of the field, so that you will no longer suffer disgrace among
the nations because of famine. Then you will remember your evil ways and wicked deeds,
and you will loathe yourselves for your sins and detestable practices. | want you to know
that | am not doing this for your sake, declares the Sovereign LORD. Be ashamed and
disgraced for your conduct, people of Israell" 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: On
the day | cleanse you from all your sins, | will resettle your towns, and the ruins will be
rebuilt. The desolate land will be cultivated instead of lying desolate in the sight of all who
pass through it. They will say, "This land that was laid waste has become like the garden of
Eden; the cities that were lying in ruins, desolate and destroyed, are now fortified and
inhabited." Then the nations around you that remain will know that | the LORD have rebuilt
what was destroyed and have replanted what was desolate. | the LORD have spoken,
and | will do it

Zephaniah 3:11-20: “On that day you, Jerusalem, will not be put to shame for all the
wrongs you have done to me, because | will remove from you your arrogant boasters.
Never again will you be haughty on my holy hill. But | will leave within you the meek and
humble. The remnant of Israel will frust in the name of the LORD. They will do no wrong;
they will tell no lies. A deceitful tongue will not be found in their mouths. They will eat and
lie down and no one will make them afraid. Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israell Be
glad and rejoice with all your heart, Daughter Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away your
punishment, he has turned back your enemy. The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you;
never again will you fear any harm. On that day they will say to Jerusalem, "Do not fear,
Zion; do not let your hands hang limp. The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior
who saves. He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but
will rejoice over you with singing." | willremove from you all who mourn over the loss of your
appointed festivals, which is a burden and reproach for you. At that time | will deal with
all who oppressed you. | will rescue the lame; | will gather the exiles. | will give them praise
and honor in every land where they have suffered shame. At that time | will gather you;
at that time | will bring you home. | will give you honor and praise among all the peoples
of the earth when | restore your fortunes before your very eyes," says the LORD.

Deuteronomy 4:26-31: | call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you this day
that you will quickly perish from the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess. You
will not live there long but will certainly be destroyed. The LORD will scatter you among the
peoples, and only a few of you will survive among the nations to which the LORD will drive
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you. There you will worship man-made gods of wood and stone, which cannot see or hear
or eat or smell. But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find him if you seek
him with all your heart and with all your soul. When you are in distress and all these things
have happened to you, then in later days you will return to the LORD your God and obey
him. For the LORD your God is a merciful God; he will not abandon or destroy you or forget
the covenant with your ancestors, which he confirmed to them by oath.

Deuteronomy 30:1-10: When all these blessings and curses | have set before you come on
you and you take them to heart wherever the LORD your God disperses you among the
nations, and when you and your children return to the LORD your God and obey him with
all your heart and with all your soul according to everything | command you today, then
the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather
you again from all the nations where he scattered you. Even if you have been banished
to the most distant land under the heavens, from there the LORD your God will gather you
and bring you back. He will bring you to the land that belonged to your ancestors, and
you Will take possession of it. He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your
ancestors. The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your
descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live.
The LORD your God will put all these curses on your enemies who hate and persecute you.
You will again obey the LORD and follow all his commands | am giving you today. Then
the LORD your God will make you most prosperous in all the work of your hands and in the
fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your land. The LORD will
again delight in you and make you prosperous, just as he delighted in your ancestors, if
you obey the LORD your God and keep his commands and decrees that are written in
this Book of the Law and turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your
soul.

Jeremiah 16:14-16: "However, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "when it will no
longer be said, 'As surely as the LORD lives, who brought the Israelites up out of Egypt,' but
it will be said, 'As surely as the LORD lives, who brought the Israelites up out of the land of
the north and out of all the countries where he had banished them.' For | will restore them
to the land | gave their ancestors. "But now | will send for many fishermen," declares the
LORD, "and they will catch them. After that | will send for many hunters, and they will hunt
them down on every mountain and hill and from the crevices of the rocks.

Zechariah 8:7-8: This is what the LORD Almighty says: "l will save my people from the
countries of the east and the west. | will bring them back to live in Jerusalem; they will be
my people, and | will be faithful and righteous to them as their God."

Amos 9:13-15: 'The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when the reaper wil be
overtaken by the plowman and the planter by the one treading grapes. New wine will drip
from the mountains and flow from all the hills, and | will bring my people Israel back from
exile. "They will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them. They will plant vineyards and drink
their wine; they willmake gardens and eat their fruit. | will plant Israel in their own land, never
again to be uprooted from the land | have given them," says the LORD your God.

43



The Third Day (Tuesday): The Nations & the Day of the Lord

Isaiah 43:4-7: Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because | love you, |
will give people in exchange for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do not be afraid,
for | am with you; I will bring your children from the east and gather you from the west. |
will say to the north, 'Give them up!" and to the south, 'Do not hold them back.' Bring my
sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth-- everyone who is called by
my name, whom | created for my glory, whom | formed and made."

Jeremiah 23:3-4: - "I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where
| have driven them and will bring them back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and
increase in number. | will place shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no
longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing," declares the LORD.

Jacob's Trouble:

Jeremiah 30:3-24: The days are coming,' declares the LORD, 'when | will bring my people
Israel and Judah back from captivity and restore them to the land | gave their ancestors
to possess,' says the LORD. These are the words the LORD spoke concerning Israel and
Judah: "This is what the LORD says: " 'Cries of fear are heard--terror, not peace. Ask and
see: Can a man bear children2 Then why do | see every strong man with his hands on his
stomach like a woman in labor, every face turned deathly pale? How awful that day will
be! No other will be like it. It will be a time of trouble for Jacob, but he will be saved out of
it. " 'In that day,' declares the LORD Almighty, 'l will break the yoke off their necks and will
tear off their bonds; no longer will foreigners enslave them. Instead, they will serve the
LORD their God and David their king, whom | will raise up for them. "So do not be afraid,
Jacob my servant; do not be dismayed, Israel,' declares the LORD. 'l will surely save you
out of a distant place, your descendants from the land of their exile. Jacob will again have
peace and security, and no one will make him afraid. | am with you and will save you,'
declares the LORD. Though | completely destroy all the nations among which | scatter
you, | will not completely destroy you. | will discipline you but only in due measure; | will
not let you go entirely unpunished. This is what the LORD says: " "Your wound is incurable,
your injury beyond healing. There is no one to plead your cause, no remedy for your sore,
no healing for you. All your allies have forgotten you; they care nothing for you. | have
struck you as an enemy would and punished you as would the cruel, because your guilt
is so great and your sins so many. Why do you cry out over your wound, your pain that has
no cure¢ Because of your great guilt and many sins | have done these things to you. " 'But
all who devour you will be devoured; all your enemies will go into exile. Those who plunder
you will be plundered; all who make spoil of you | will despoil. But | will restore you to health
and heal your wounds,' declares the LORD, 'because you are called an outcast, Zion for
whom no one cares.' "This is what the LORD says: " 'l will restore the fortunes of Jacob's tents
and have compassion on his dwellings; the city will be rebuilt on her ruins, and the palace
will stand in its proper place. From them will come songs of thanksgiving and the sound of
rejoicing. | will add to their numbers, and they will not be decreased; | will bring them
honor, and they will not be disdained. Their children will be as in days of old, and their
community will be established before me; | will punish all who oppress them. Their leader
will be one of their own; their ruler will arise from among them. | will bring him near and he
will come close to me--for who is he who will devote himself to be close to me?2' declares
the LORD. "'So you will be my people, and | will be your God.' " See, the storm of the LORD

44



Daily Prayer Focus

will burst out in wrath, a driving wind swirling down on the heads of the wicked. The fierce
anger of the LORD will not turn back until he fully accomplishes the purposes of his heart.
In days to come you will understand this.

Jeremiah 32:37-41: | will surely gather them from all the lands where | banish them in my
furious anger and great wrath; | will bring them back to this place and let them live in
safety. They will be my people, and | will be their God. | will give them singleness of heart
and action, so that they will always fear me and that all will then go well for them and for
their children after them. | will make an everlasting covenant with them: | will never stop
doing good to them, and | will inspire them to fear me, so that they will never turn away
from me. | will rejoice in doing them good and will assuredly plant them in this land with alll
my heart and soul.

Ezekiel 11:14-20: The word of the LORD came to me: "Son of man, the people of Jerusalem
have said of your fellow exiles and all the other Israelites, 'They are far away from the LORD;
this land was given to us as our possession.' "Therefore say: This is what the Sovereign LORD
says: Although | sent them far away among the nations and scattered them among the
countries, yet for a little while | have been a sanctuary for them in the countries where
they have gone.' "Therefore say: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: | will gather you
from the nations and bring you back from the countries where you have been scattered,
and | will give you back the land of Israel again.' "They will return to it and remove all its
vile images and detestable idols. | will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit
in them; | will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh. Then
they will follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. They will be my people, and

| will be their God.

Ezekiel 20:34-38, 40-44: | will bring you from the nations and gather you from the countries
where you have been scattered--with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm and with
outpoured wrath. | will bring you into the wilderness of the nations and there, face to face,
| will execute judgment upon you. As | judged your ancestors in the wilderness of the land
of Egypt, so | will judge you, declares the Sovereign LORD. | will take note of you as you
pass under my rod, and | will bring you into the bond of the covenant. | will purge you of
those who revolt and rebel against me. Although | will bring them out of the land where
they are living, yet they will not enter the land of Israel. Then you will know that | am the
LORD. ... For on my holy mountain, the high mountain of Israel, declares the Sovereign
LORD, there in the land all the people of Israel will serve me, and there | will accept them.
There | will require your offerings and your choice gifts, along with all your holy sacrifices. |
will accept you as fragrant incense when | bring you out from the nations and gather you
from the countries where you have been scattered, and | will be proved holy through you
in the sight of the nations. Then you will know that | am the LORD, when | bring you into the
land of Israel, the land | had sworn with uplifted hand to give to your ancestors. There you
will remember your conduct and all the actions by which you have defiled yourselves,
and you will loathe yourselves for all the evil you have done. You will know that | am the
LORD, when | deal with you for my name's sake and not according to your evil ways and
your corrupt practices, you people of Israel, declares the Sovereign LORD.""
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